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INDRA MODERNIZES AIR TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT IN SAUDI ARABIA 
TO MULTIPLY THE CAPACITY OF ITS CONTROL CENTERS AND 
AIRPORTS 

 The latest-generation systems that Indra will implement incorporate state-of-the-art features that 
exceed the most demanding requirements imposed by international aeronautical organizations 

 

 This technology will multiply the country's capacity to absorb air traffic. The project is part of 
the Saudi Kingdom's 2030 Vision program to diversify its economy and strengthen the tourism 
industry 

 

 In recent years Indra has established itself as the leading provider of air traffic management 
systems in the Arabian Gulf, with major projects in Oman, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, 
Qatar and Bahrain 

 

 
Madrid, February 13, 2018. Saudi Air Navigation Services (SANS) has entrusted Indra with an ambitious 
project to implement a latest-generation air traffic system for the whole country and help multiply the number 
of flights it can manage.  

The three-year project, which will culminate in 2020, is part of the Saudi Vision 2030 program aimed at 
diversifying the kingdom's economy and turning tourism into a lever for growth.  

Indra will be the key partner in the modernization of the air transport infrastructures and will help equip them 
to absorb more traffic and multiply the number of visitors the country can receive. The number of pilgrims 
alone who use SANS airports every year to visit Mecca and Medina is predicted to rise from eight million to 
20 million following modernization of the air infrastructures. 

To achieve this goal, Indra will upgrade the two control centers in Jeddah and Riyadh that manage en route 
flights for the country's entire airspace, as well as the two approach control centers in Dammam and Abha 
that service the airports. Indra will also deploy its technology in the control towers of approximately 20 
airports, including the four major international facilities at Jeddah, Riyadh, Abha and Dammam. 

The automated air traffic management system that Indra will implement incorporates the most advanced 
technology on the market, far exceeding the requirements demanded by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO).  

This technology will not only improve the positioning of SANS as a global hub and operations base for the 
world's main airlines, but will enable it to address the demand for navigation services from aircraft that cross 
its airspace to cover the routes between Europe and Asia. Thanks to this increase in capacity SANS will see 
an upturn in its revenue.  

Meanwhile, Indra's strong position in the region as the main supplier of air traffic management systems 
represents a key advantage for SANS since its control centers will share the same technological base that 
Indra has implemented in countries like Oman, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. This will guarantee 
seamless interoperability between control centers and enable controllers to share data about a flight when 
they take over or pass on its management as it exits or enters the country. This fluidity will increase 
punctuality at airports and enhance the efficiency of air traffic management, as well as enabling aircraft to 
save fuel and respect the environment with cleaner flights. All of this will translate into more revenue and 
fewer costs for SANS, which will offer higher levels of safety and the best possible service to airlines. Indra 
will complete its presence in the region with projects to implement radio navigation systems in Bahrain and 
Qatar. 
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Indra is also involved in the modernization of a large number of infrastructures throughout the Gulf region, 
and not just in the air traffic sector. For example, it has implemented the Da Vinci latest-generation system 
that will manage traffic on the Mecca-Medina 450 kilometer high-speed rail link currently under construction. 
The line will also be equipped with Indra's safety, ticketing and telecommunications systems. In addition, the 
company has undertaken major projects in the security field, is currently deploying the complete air defense 
system in Oman, has modernized energy plants, and is responsible for the implementation and operation in 
Bahrain of the first complete national health system in the Arabian Gulf, which is equipped with Indra's 
primary healthcare solution comprising electronic medical records, radiology, a laboratory information system 
and electronic prescriptions. 

About Indra 

Indra is a leading global consulting and technology company, and the technology partner for the core 
business operations of its clients' businesses throughout the world. It is one of the world's largest providers 
of proprietary solutions in specific segments of the Transport and Defense markets and a bellwether in 
Information Technology in Spain and Latin America. The company provides a comprehensive range of high 
added-value proprietary solutions and cutting-edge services in technology, and a singular culture of 
reliability, flexibility and adaptability to the needs of its customers. Indra is a world leader in developing end-
to-end technology solutions in fields such as Defense and Security, Transport and Traffic, Energy and 
Industry, Telecommunications and Media, Financial Services, Electoral Processes, and Public 
Administrations and Healthcare. Indra's Minsait unit addresses the challenges posed by digital 
transformation. In 2016 Indra posted a revenue of €2.709 billion, employed 34,000 professionals, and had a 
local presence in 46 countries with sales operations in over 140 countries. Following its acquisition of 
Tecnocom, Indra's combined revenue amounted to more than €3.2 billion in 2016 with a team of nearly 
40,000 professionals. 

 
 
 
 

 


