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THE SPACE SURVEILLANCE RADAR THAT INDRA IS DEVELOPING WILL 
BE ABLE TO PROTECT THE MILITARY SATELLITES FROM POSSIBLE 
ATTACKS 
 

 The radar will be capable of detecting the approach of hostile satellites that attempt to damage, 

interfere with or spy on space military assets  

 

 It will also monitor the position of spy satellites of other powers and follow the trajectory of 

ballistic missiles  

 

 The defense of countries is increasingly dependent on satellite assets and the services they 

provide  

 

Madrid, 29 May, 2019.- The radar that Indra has developed and that continues to evolve for the Spanish 
surveillance and space monitoring system S3T will offer our country the ability to protect satellites and space 
assets from unintentional threats, such as spatial debris, and deliberate, such as enemy missiles or 
satellites.  
 
Implemented at Morón Air Base, in Seville, it is one of the most powerful radars in Europe and the world, with 
the capacity to detect objects at altitudes of 2,000 kilometers. 
 
Its dual nature, civil and military, will allow it to contribute to the protection of military satellites in low orbits, 
alerting in the event that a hostile satellite approaches in order to damage, interfere with or spy on space 
assets. 
 
It will also monitor the trajectory of intelligence satellites in other countries and it will be able to track ballistic 
missiles. 
 
The radar has already demonstrated its high accuracy in the detection and calculation of the trajectories of 
objects that orbit out of control in low orbits. The information collected in this case reduces the risk that the 
International Space Station and satellites in operation might suffer an impact and it increases the safety of 
new launches.  
 
Last March, Indra’s radar detected, just several hours after the event, the cloud of debris that India generated 
by destroying one of its own satellites, known as Microsat-R, in a demonstration of strength that highlighted 
the military capabilities of India as a military power.  
 
This advanced radar is a technology to which few countries have access and, together with other sensors 
and the data processing center, comprises the Spanish space surveillance system S3T.  
 
Indra leads the development of the complete S3T system under technical supervision of the Center for the 
Development of Industrial Technology (CDTI), under the Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities, 
through a contract managed by the European Space Agency (ESA). 
 
The economy and the security and defense of countries depend more and more on services provided from 
space, which makes satellites a strategic asset and clear objective in the event of conflict. Communications, 
air and maritime transport, logistics and meteorological information depend on its functioning correctly. 
 
The Spanish Ministry of Defense has had the Paz (Peace) satellite radar system since last year, and an 
optical observation satellite, Ingenio, is expected to be launched in the near future. To these assets we must 
add the commercial communications satellites of private companies such as Hispasat and those that provide 
military communications services to Spain.  
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Indra (www.indracompany.com) is one of the leading global technology and consulting companies and the 
technological partner for core business operations of its customers world-wide. It is a world-leader in 
providing proprietary solutions in specific segments in Transport and Defense markets, and a leading firm 
in Digital Transformation Consultancy and Information Technologies in Spain and Latin America through its 
affiliate Minsait. Its business model is based on a comprehensive range of proprietary products, with a 
high-value focus and with a high innovation component. In the 2018 financial year, Indra achieved revenue 
of €3.104 billion, with 43,000 employees, a local presence in 46 countries and business operations in over 
140 countries. 
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