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Press Release 

 

Calidus and Indra Sign Agreement to Establish First Integrated Regional 

Pilot Training Centre in the UAE to Enhance National Workforce 

Capabilities 

 

• The agreement will drive local development and production of state-of-the-art simulators through a joint 

venture based in Abu Dhabi 

• The collaboration enhances the centre’s position as a regional leader in civil and military systems simulation 

and as a regional hub for pilot training, thereby elevating training capabilities across the Middle East, Asia, 

Africa, and Europe 

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates (17 November, 2025): Calidus Holding Group, one of the leading defence 

and manufacturing companies, and Indra Group, a world leader in information technology, aerospace, defence 

and mobility systems, signed a strategic teaming agreement to launch a joint partnership that will lead to the 

creation of a joint venture in the United Arab Emirates, serving the Middle East and broader regions across 

Asia, Africa, and Europe, covering all training areas in line with the highest international standards 

The agreement was signed in the presence of H.E. Tareq Abdul Rahim Al Hosani, Chairman of Calidus Holding 

Group, Dr. Khalifa Murad Alblooshi, Managing Director and CEO of Calidus Holding Group, Ángel Escribano, 

Executive Chairman of Indra Group, and José Vicente de los Mozos, Chief Executive Officer of Indra Group, 

on the sidelines of the Dubai Airshow taking place from 17-21 November 2025.  

The agreement focuses on technology transfer, co-development, design, local manufacturing, integration, and 
certification of advanced civil and military training simulators across multiple domains, including aerospace, 
defence, and air traffic control (ATC) tower systems.  

It also covers the co-development and production of simulator hardware and software, integration of motion 
and visual systems, and the establishment of a regional simulation and strategic training centre. The new 
training centre will offer a variety of simulator-based courses for pilots, flight and ground crews, and operators 
across different platforms, including fixed-wing aircraft, rotary aircraft, gyroplanes, unmanned air vehicles and 
other ground-based training simulators (GBTS).  

The project aims to localise high-value simulation technologies, support the development of national technical 
capabilities, and position Al Ain as a regional hub for certified training and defence innovation. The partnership 
is designed to build indigenous engineering expertise through knowledge transfer and joint research and 
development, further contributing to a sustainable ecosystem for simulation technologies and strengthening 
local content and industrial self-reliance.  

Commenting on this, Dr. Khalifa Murad Alblooshi, Managing Director and CEO of Calidus Holding Group, 
said: “This collaboration represents a strategic step to enhance our capabilities in specialied training and 
strengthen the Group’s position as a trusted and reliable partner in building and qualifying national and regional 
cadres. This will be achieved through advanced training infrastructure that meets the demands of the modern 
operational field and supports our industrial and defence ecosystem. This, in turn, contributes to advancin the 
defence industry in the UAE and the region, while also benefiting Indra through its presence in the UAE 
allowing it to operate in an environment rich with promising opportunities.”  

For his part, Ángel Escribano, Executive Chairman of Indra Group, said: “Indra Group is a global leader in 
the defence market, maintaining strong partnerships with the key local industry players. The joint venture 
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reached with Calidus is strategic for strengthening our presence in the Middle East and delivering better service 
to our customers worldwide.” 

José Vicente de los Mozos, Chief Executive Officer of Indra Group, said: “Indra is one of the world’s 
leading simulator designers and manufacturers, with the company spearheading the development of next-
generation training systems. This technology is essential for preparing not only civil and military pilots but also 
professionals such as air traffic controllers, who manage critical services for social well-being, ensuring the 
highest levels of safety and performance.” 

Calidus is one of the leading defence and manufacturing companies in the world with a focus on delivering 
next‑generation cutting‑edge solutions tailored to defence and security markets across its three clusters – 
Aerospace, Land Systems and Missiles and Defence Systems. Indra is one of the top global manufacturers of 
simulators. It has delivered more than 400 systems to over 50 customers in 23 countries.  

-ENDS- 

 

About Calidus  

Calidus Holding Group, founded in 2015 and headquartered in Abu Dhabi, is one of the leading defence and manufacturing 
companies in the world. With a focus on delivering next‑generation cutting‑edge solutions tailored to defence and security 
markets across its three clusters – Aerospace, Land Systems and Missiles and Defence Systems – Calidus designs, 
engineers, and produces advanced platforms that enhance mobility, protection, and mission effectiveness across diverse 
operational environments. 

Committed to global best practices and trusted by its customers worldwide, Calidus develops modern defence solutions to 
redefine safety and protection for a secure future, ensuring that every solution reflects local talent, resources, and 
commitment to quality. 

For more information, please visit: www.calidus.ae  

For any questions, please contact: 
Chirine El Mouchantaf 
Head of Communications 
00971 5 099 02798 

Chirine.elmouchantaf@calidus.ae  

 

About Indra Group 

 

Indra Group (www.indracompany.com) is a holding company that fosters technological progress. It is made up of Indra, 
one of the leading global defence, air traffic, and space companies, and Minsait, a leader of the digital transformation and 
information technologies in Spain and Latin America. Indra Group paves the way to a safer and better-connected future 
through innovative solutions, trusted relationships, and the very best talent. Sustainability is an integral part of its strategy 
and culture to overcome current and future social and environmental challenges. In the 2024 financial year, Indra Group 
posted revenues totalling €4.843 billion and had a local presence in 49 countries and business operations in over 140 
countries. 

 
For media enquiries, please contact: 
 
Indra Group Press Office      
Rafael Moreno       
rmorenoi@indra.es        
+34 696 39 70 40      
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