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Press Release 

 
NATS AND INDRA WILL DEPLOY iTEC SYSTEM AT PRESTWICK 

CENTER UPPER AIRSPACE 
 

 The new air traffic management system will introduce trajectory-based 
flights in the UK, strengthening performance and safety  

 The implementation of this technology is one of the main goals of the 
SESAR programme and brings the Single European Sky closer  

 
 
NATS has commissioned Indra to support the deployment of the iTEC System in Prestwick 
Center Upper Airspace. The project will enable SESAR’s trajectory-based concept of 
operation to be introduced in the UK.  
 
Prestwick is one of the two main United Kingdom control centers. It has the largest area of 
responsibility anywhere in the European Union, providing air traffic services across northern 
England, Scotland and the North East Atlantic.  
 
iTEC (interoperability Through European Collaboration) is the next-generation air traffic 
management systems technology that brings together the air navigation service providers of 
Spain, Germany, the UK and the Netherlands alongside systems provider Indra. This 
technology will strengthen safety, increase efficiency, and improve environmental impact of 
flights. It will enhance interoperability between control centres in Europe and will also make it 
possible for aircraft to optimise their routes.  
 
iTEC Systems provide the most advanced flight data processing and Controller Working 
Position under SWIM (System Wide Information Management) capable architecture to 
improve flow of information among control centres and airports.  
 
The system’s capability to predict potential aircraft conflicts will enable trajectory-based 
flights. This new concept of operation is intended to reduce controller workload, increase 
individual flight efficiency and support greater overall traffic capacity in UK airspace. Among 
the future benefits to NATS customers will be reduced airline costs, delays, and CO2 

emissions. It will also prepare UK airports to handle future air traffic growth.  
 
iTEC is fully in line with the European Commission’s objectives to achieve a Single European 
Sky (SES) and is a key enabler for delivering the benefits of SESAR, the technological 
component of SES. Outside Europe, iTEC Systems are considered the optimal solution for 
the most complex airspace.  
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Martin Rolfe, NATS Managing Director Operations, said: “iTEC will be key to the future 
success of some of the busiest airspace in Europe and, indeed the world. We have a long 
track record of collaboration with Indra and we’re delighted to now be working with them on 
what is a vitally important project for the deployment of SESAR.”  
 
Rafael Gallego, Director General of Indra, explained: "This implementation at Prestwick is a 
real breakthrough in the roadmap towards NATS SESAR deployment using iTEC technology. 
Indra is proud to be the technology partner of NATS and its iTEC partners, working together 
to realize a Single European Sky."  
 
Alastair Muir, NATS Operations Director at Prestwick Centre added: “Using iTEC will provide 
Prestwick controllers with the most advanced flight data processing and Controller Working 
Position available. The system will provide the most efficient routes for each flight, reducing 
fuel cost of our customers, and improving our performance as a business.”  
 
Tim Bullock, NATS Director of Supply Chain, said: “This is an important project and one that 
builds upon our excellent long term relationship with Indra. It forms part of NATS’ wider 
strategy to develop and strengthen our strategic partnerships across the industry.”  
 
Ramon Tarrech, Director for ATM Strategic Development of Indra, said: "NATS, Indra and 
their strategic suppliers will work collaboratively for the timely deployment of trajectory-based 
systems in the UK. The Prestwick Center Upper Airspace project further strengthens our 
partnership in ATM and airports."  
 

ENDS 
 
About NATS  
 
NATS is the UK’s leading provider of Air Traffic Management (ATM) services, handling 2.1 
million flights in 2012/13, covering the UK and eastern North Atlantic. NATS provides air 
traffic control from centres at Swanwick, Hampshire and Prestwick, Ayrshire. NATS also 
provides air traffic control services at 15 UK airports including Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted, 
Birmingham, Manchester, Edinburgh and Glasgow; at Gibraltar Airport and, in a joint venture 
with Ferrovial, at a number of airport towers in Spain.  
 
Building on its well-established reputation for expertise and innovation, NATS is growing its 
business worldwide, and now has contracts in more than 30 countries. NATS offers 
aerodrome, data and consultancy solutions to customers including airports, air traffic service 
providers and Governments. There is more information on the NATS website at 
www.nats.aero  
 
About Indra  
 
Indra is a worldwide leader in ATM/CNS systems for Air Navigation Services and Airports. Its 
portfolio includes ATM automation, communications, DVOR/DME/ILS navigational aids and 
primary and secondary conventional and satellite-based surveillance. Indra is a key 
technology supplier member of the SESAR Joint Undertaking.  
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In Great Britain, Indra is a technology provider not only of NATS but also of some of the main 
financial an telecommunication operators of the country; it has delivered the EC225 rescue 
and transport helicopter simulator installed at the Eurocopter pilot training centre in 
Aberdeen; and is implementing its vessel traffic system to manage traffic in the Port of 
Southampton. The company has installed its smart traffic and toll management systems in 
Ireland's main motorways and in the tunnel below the Port of Dublin. 
 
Indra is one of the main technology multinationals in Europe. Innovation and sustainability 
are the cornerstones of its business, having allocated over €570 million to R&D&I over the 
last three years, a figure that places it among the top European companies in its sector in 
terms of investment. With sales of approximately €3,000 million, the company has developed 
projects in 138 countries. 

 


